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may have the quality of extension, but is external to the
self and persists in its own being, and it cannot be spiri-
tualized. The materialist is right when he insists on the
reality of the physical world, but goes wrong only when he
concludes that it is the only and the whole reality, and that
life and consciousness emerge from the stuff of space-time as
its offshoots and that, therefore, it is prior to, and has
primacy over, them. Materialism often leads to mentalism.
Even though matter is now thought of as less material, it
can never be considered alive and conscious of itself. Life is
spontaneous and self-active and different from radio-activity
and physico-chemical changes. The promise and potency of
self-consciousness are only in the living and not in the non-
living, and the lower has to be explained in terms of the
higher. The scientist explains the happenings in nature by
the law of causation which is a methodological postulate and
is true as far as it goes ; but naturalistic metaphysics is one-
sided as it ignores the reality of super-sensuous experience
and creative evolution. Nature no doubt serves the purpose
of life, but is not itself purposive. Matter is neither bare
monad nor congealed spirit; it is only the garment of the
spirit and not the spirit itself. The critical realist holds the
view that the physical objects of science are self-contained
existents which are unaffected by the percipient. The objects
cognized by me are not created by me or are constituted by the
act of my cognition ; but it is an extreme view when realism
aided by the physical sciences leads to materialism and
naturalism. The object is not .a bare that without the what;

if it were, it would lead to scepticism. The pan-psychist goes
to the other extreme when he denies the reality of inanimate
things. Contemporary thought is anxious to avoid these
extremes of materialism and mentalism when it insists on the